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MAYNARD ERICKSON 


1928—1998 


He led the kind of life most small boy’s dream about. “As a youngster, he hung around the fire 
department a lot,” Erickson said in a Post Record article. “And every time the fire whistle 
would blow, I’d jump on my bike and ride over there.” When fire crews were out on calls, 
Erickson was given the big responsibility of answering the phone. That would set in place the 
boy’s desire to become a fire fighter when he grew up. 


Through the years he literally worked his way up the fire ladder. When he joined the 
department it was staffed with four full-time fire fighters and a chief. When he retired in 1989, 
paid personnel consisted of seven paid fire fighters, and equal number of paramedics, a fire 
marshal and chief. He was a member of the Washington State Association of Fire Fighters, and 
the Washington State Association of Fire Chiefs. He was also a life member of Vancouver Elks 
Lodge 823, and the Camas United Methodist Church. At the time of his death, he was serving as 
the President of the Camas Cemetery Board. 


Volunteer—1949-1950 
Firefighter—1955-1967- 
Captain—1967-1973 
Battalion Chief—1973-1981 
Chief—1981-1989 


Maynard, of Swedish decent, moved to Camas when he was 10 years old from Kennewick, Wash. 
His father opened a shoe repair shop in town next to the Camas Hotel. Jobs as a youth included 
shoveling sawdust into furnaces, and working at the Liberty Theater. After graduating from 
Camas High School in 1947 he joined the Air Force in 1950, training to become a Rescue and 
Survival Instructor, serving during the Korean Conflict. After the service he returned to Camas, 
attended Clark College and married Arlene Adair in 1957. They were married for 41 years, and 
had three sons, Brent, Rev. Lee Erickson, and Steve Erickson. To make extra money while 
working at the fire station, he was a relief school bus driver, and also drove a beer truck. When 
the city ordered a new ambulance from Minneapolis, Minnesota he was the one who drove it back 
to Camas. He was the one to drive the city’s new fire truck back from Clintonville, Wisconsin as 
well. Fire trucks were not designed for long comfortable trips, so that one was a bit bumpy. 


Son, Brent followed in his father’s footsteps. In 1985 he was honored as Camas Firefighter of the 
Year. His youth was spent watching his father at fires and test burns and helping with the annual 
Christmas CAROL program. The team concept and camaraderie among firefighters attracted 
Brent, although he concedes he had to endure some good-natured ribbing because he was the 
chief’s son. Brent is now the manager of the Chamber of Commerce, and Chairman of the Camas 
Parks and Recreation Commission—his way of participating in the community. 


Maynard wrote in his autobiography, “I would only hope that everyone can say that they 
enjoyed their growing up years and their chosen life profession as much as I have.” 
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